
 

 

SUN PRAIRIE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

8:00 am, Tuesday, May 19, 2015 
Library Conference Room 

 
Meeting Notes: May 19, 2015 
1. Call to order:  Terry McIlroy called the meeting to order at 8:03 a.m. 
Roll call:  
Present:  Nicole Beattie, Kathleen Curran, Jeff Gauger, Heather Jones, Barb Loftus, Terry McIlroy, Dan O'Brien, Errol Polenske,  
 John Richards, Harry Ripp, Mark Schellpfeffer, Nicole Waerzeggers 
Absent:   Adam Bock, Jackie Martindale, Paul Mestelle, Aaron Oppenheimer, Laura Stechschulte 
Also present:  Cindy Stankey 

 

2. Approval of minutes for March 17th Board Meeting  

 Motion to approve minutes for March 17th  Board Meeting (with correction: E. Polenske did not attend meeting):  
  (1)  Harry Ripp                 (2) Heather Jones           Motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. Financials:  

a. Financial Report:  Barb Loftus   

The financial report which was distributed prior to the meeting (via email) was discussed.  Note that the Endowment is nearing 
$425K!  Gala numbers are low on the QuickBooks report as they do not include the $2,000 in sponsorships received in 2014, 
approximately $500 in PayPal Here funds which were transferred at the end of April (which do not appear on out bank statement 
until May), and a $1,000 donation received this week.  The sponsorship numbers also do not reflect approximately $800 in 
expenses that Jeff paid for and deducted from the Beans ‘n Cream Coffeehouse sponsorship.  QuickBooks will be updated 
accordingly and adjusted numbers will be presented at our July Foundation Board meeting.  

 

Differences between the Sponsor Spreadsheet in Dropbox and the QuickBooks report were questioned.  The Dropbox report 
indicates all money received through the Foundation mailbox as well as pledges that Board Members report via email; QuickBooks 
report represents all funds which have been deposited thus far in 2015.  We received $250 from Energy Law Wisconsin in 2014; 
therefore, that $250 does not appear on the 2015 QuickBooks report.  We have a pledge of $1K from Harms Insurance Group; that 
check has not been received therefore it does not appear in QuickBooks.  Two $50 pledges (Ameriprint and Larry Anderson 
Agency) were processed after the QuickBooks report was prepared; they will appear on the July Treasurer’s Report.   

 

 Motion to approve Treasurer’s report:  
  (1) Kathy Curran                           (2) Heather Jones              Motion passed unanimously. 

 
b. Finance Committee Action:  We have one CD coming due on May 25th and another on June 12th.  Committee has proposed 
moving funds to keep four CD’s at around $10K and have maturity dates staggered quarterly.  $5K will continue to be transferred 
quarterly from the Bank of Sun Prairie checking account to the Edward Jones investments. 

 
 Motion to approve CD arrangement proposed by the Finance Committee:  

   (1) Errol Polenske             (2) Harry Ripp    Motion passed unanimously. 
 

c. Taxes: Taxes were due on May 15th but they have not been filed due to delays at Wegner; therefore an extension has been 
requested until August 15th.  Although Kristine Boerboon of Wegner CPA’s prepared our taxes last year, she came back with a 
multitude of additional questions this year, and the questions came right down to the filing deadline.  She was not responsive when 
we sent information or asked questions.  Terry will call to express our concerns.    

 

d. Cost of Website Hosting:  Everything has been transferred to Kent Orfan at e-Media Resources.  Weekly updates are being 
sent as required.  Annual hosting is $240 per year (April through March).  Kent made a donation of $350 to set up and support the 
website.  This fall the two websites (Foundation & Book’n It) will be combined. The cost will remain the same ($240 per year) as 
they are not charging us an additional amount for the Book’n It site.  (Book’n It was originally set up by South Central as a test site 
when they began using Drupal; that is why we had two separate sites.)   



 

 

 

4.  Foundation Board Membership:  We currently have two openings available.  We need accounting, marketing, and web/IT skills.  
Several possibilities were discussed: Maria Alvarez (introduced by Laura Stechschulte at the Gala), Kent Orfan, as well as an individual 
Harry Ripp knows who was a previous director of a non-profit.  Terry and Heather will follow-up.  The possibility of putting an ad on the 
Foundation website was discussed.  Advertizing for new members will be put on hold until our July Board meeting, giving us an 
opportunity to see if any of these individuals are interested.   

 

5. Committee Reports: 

a. Planned Giving:  No action to report.  Committee to meet before July.  Board needs to decide what blend of authors we want to 
have in the book (a certain genre, well-known authors, all-American, etc.)  It was suggested that the Board select some of the 
authors and request input from Library patrons for remaining authors. Request for additional Committee members was made. 

b. Gala Final Report for 2015:  With the news of the $1K donation that just came in, the Gala has raised over $18K.  We had a 
marvelous evening with great turn out by most Board members.  This was by far the most fun Gala we’ve ever had; the restaurant-
provided food, which Jeff arranged, was a tremendous hit.  The Gala could easily become the Foundation’s signature event.  
Looking ahead to 2016, we are looking at April 9th, 2016.  This would move it a bit earlier to put some distance between the Gala 
and the Sunshine Ball; although there is a chance that the Sunshine Ball will be taking a year off in 2016.   

c. Book’n It  

1.  Sponsorship – Harry Ripp:    

 We are running behind previous years; we are at $11,100 which is $1,300 behind where we were last year at this time.  
American Family has given a definite no (they are supporting Sunshine Place this year); in the past they have given 
$1,000.  MBE supported us at the $1K level in 2013, but not last year; they are still a potential sponsor.  If you have a 
sponsor on your list who was a previous giver, Harry will be calling you to find out the status of their sponsorship.  There 
are some who have committed but not yet sent their sponsorship (Demco $1K, Schoenheit Gardens $?, UW Hospital $?).  
If you have not yet connected with your sponsors, make another attempt.  Deadline to get sponsorships has to be the 
early part of July.  The 2014 Book’n It Run received a total of $16,950 in financial sponsorships. 

 Fleet Feet wants to man the same water station as last year, but they need to make a financial donation in order to do 
that.  They are considering doing a round-up day for us (asking customers if they would like to round-up their sale to the 
nearest dollar and donating the round-up amount to the Foundation).  This would be great advertising for the race, 
especially if other stores would do that. 

 We have sent a request for sponsorship to Prairie Lakes; if anyone knows the developers, Chad Fedler or Jerry Connery, 
and would like to follow up on our request, please let Terry know.  

 

2.  Marketing Committee – Mark Schellpfeffer and Nicole Waerzeggers:  Mark Schellpfeffer will chair the Marketing Committee.   

 Goody bags are coming from the Friends, unless someone steps up and wants to sponsor them, as the dental office did 
last year.  If anyone is interested in donating something for our goody bag, let them know we will need 500. 

 We have 8.5 x 11” posters available in the mail room; please pick them up as needed.  Flyers are available to deliver to 
the schools and daycares for distribution in Friday Folders; they will go out the last Friday in May.  Flyers for distribution at 
the Madison Marathon have been delivered; Nicole will send them an electronic copy of our flyer for their virtual goody-
bag. 

 Nicole and Booker visited Westside Elementary.  From that event, Nicole recommends any future school visits will require 
that the teachers/school officials prepare the students for proper behavior around Booker; he was totally violated.  Booker 
met with two grade levels at a time, outside the school, and ran laps on the field.  The older kids were content with high-
fives, but the younger kids totally mobbed him.  A picture of the event should be in the Star today. 

 McFarland State Bank will be promoting the race on their digital boards; Terry & Harry will see if other businesses in the 
area will do the same, such as Walgreens and Prairie Athletic Club.  Mark will put in a request to see if the City of Monona 
will promote the race on their digital signs.  Book’n It banners will go up two weeks ahead of the race; there is a potential 
place for a banner by the west-side Copps.  

 Harry has approached Prairie Athletic Club to see if they would like to have a group of runners from their club enter the 
race; we could possible offer a group rate.   

 



 

 

3.  Children’s Run – Kathy Curran 

 Rex Owens, of Sun Prairie Civic Theater, will secure volunteers to fill the Mascots; Nicole is working with Matthew at 
Beans n’ Cream Coffeehouse to fill Booker.  Mark’s daughter has also expressed interest in filling Booker. 

 The mascots have a difficult time running in the costumes so next year we plan to work with people from the Civic Theater 
to come up with characters and costumes of well known book characters to have milling around.  Characters could 
include Harry Potter and Curious George.   

 

d. Other sources of income – Mark Schellpeffer 

    Amazon Smile is up and running; be sure to use it whenever you order from Amazon.  Acorn is still to be investigated. 
 
6.  Library Board update – An Administrative Assistant has been hired to replace Ryan; she will be starting in June.  The search 
continues for a Library Director; interviews to begin in early June.   

 
7.  Friends update - none 
 
8.  Information sharing – 

 The portion of the endowment held at Edward Jones is up 3.89% this year. 

 The possibility of a football/pool/raffle was discussed; this was something Bekkie Renk brought up a couple of years ago.  We 
do have a raffle license.  VFW is doing a calendar raffle this year.   

 Errol and Terry did meet with the police department last week; we will have to pay for it this year.  Attempted to reduce the 
number of officers needed (for example at Linnerud and Clarmar, due to the four-way stop) but Lt. Teasdale felt we still 
needed police presence there.   

 Book’n It Food:  Kwik Trip will donate water and banana; Sassy Cow will donate some chocolate milk. 

 

9.  Adjournment   
 Motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:03 a.m. 
  (1) Barb Loftus              (2)   Jeff Gauger               Motion passed unanimously. 

 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS:   
 
Foundation Board Meeting: 
                        Tuesday, July 21st, 2015 in the SPPL Conference Room        
 
 
 
 

 
Submitted by: Cindy Stankey on 5/24/2015 


