
SUN PRAIRIE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  MEETING 

 
Tuesday, March 15, 2011 
Library Conference Room 

Members Present:  Kristi Thering Tuschen, Terry McIlroy, Barbara Bailey, Dan Presser, 
Rebecca Renk, Nick Conrad, Dan Griffiths, Heather Jones, Kathy Curran, Tracy Herold, Sharon 
Meier 
 
Members Absent:  Nick Voegeli, Pam Klute 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 11:45 by vice-president Kristi Thering Tuschen. 
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES from January 18, 2011 meeting. 
 
The minutes from January 18, 2011 were discussed.  MOTION:  Dan Presser made a motion to 
accept the January minutes as presented.  Nick Conrad seconded the motion.  The motion was 
carried unanimously. 
 

3. TREASURERS REPORT 
 
Dan Griffiths presented the Board with  a handout containing the January – February  profit and 
loss data and balance report.  There is a CD reaching maturity on March 15, 2011.  A lengthy 
discussion followed. MOTION:  Dan Griffiths made a motion to: 

       a) To renew $30,000 in a 1 year CD at the Bank of Sun Prairie 
 b) To renew Park Bank CD for $15,000 
 c) To move $10,000 to Park Bank from the Bank of Sun Prairie checking account.     
d) To maintain the $40,000 Money Market account at the Bank of Sun Prairie  
moving $13,000 to an 18 month CD.   

There will be approximately $8,000 in the checking account.   
There will also be a CD maturing at Park Bank in April and in September 2011, and also at Park 
Bank. 
Nick Conrad seconded the motion.  Motion carried.   
 

4. LIBRARY BOARD UPDATE 
 
Rebecca Renk, Library Board liaison, asked about the progress of the essay contest.  The School 
Board has been contacted and will be willing to participate. Heather Jones will chair an ad hoc 
committee to further the progress of this program.  Kathy Curran and Nick Voegeli will also be 
on the committee.  2012 will be the goal for this endeavor.  A discussion followed.  
 

5. FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY UPDATE 
 
Tracy Herold related that the Friends had a large book sale and it was quite successful. 

 
 
 



 
 
     6. DISCUSSION OF POTENTIAL BOARD MEMBERS 
Several board members have contacted people about openings on the Board.  A discussion 
followed.  This item was tabled until the May 17, 2011 meeting.   
 

7. DISCUSSION OF PR/MARKETING ACTIVITIES 
 

Tracy Herold reported the committee would be meeting in April. There was a discussion about 
the demographics of library users. The past focus group was cardholders 51+.  The committee 
talked about switching the focus to teachers', tweens/ teens, diverse and multicultural patrons. 
 

8. BY- LAW COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 
Kathy Curran reported for the By-law committee.  She noted that the committee had met three 
times since the March 15, 2011 meeting.  The committee deemed the present bylaws as outdated, 
and not being adhered to. The committee made extensive changes.  Kathy also noted that the 
Articles of Incorporation are also outdated and need amending.  It was noted the number of 
board members be amended.  The present bylaws now call for an annual audit by an accounting 
firm.  Dan Griffiths explained that this was not necessary.   A suggestion was made to have an 
informal review each year by two Board members other than members of the finance committee 
it was suggested that an executive committee comprised of officers be created to carry on the 
work of the board between meetings. 
After a long discussion, the bylaw committee will meet another time and bring recommendations 
to the May 17, 2011 meeting for passage.  Articles of Incorporation and job descriptions will also 
be discussed at that meeting.  
 

9. LIBRARY OVERVIEW 
 
Tracy Herold provided the Board with an overview of the library beginning with financial 
aspects.  The library is funded municipally.  The present funding is $ 1.57 million of which  
$ l.2 million is from the city. The remainder is from adjacent Dane Counties.  A discussion 
followed concerning the effects of the new Wisconsin budget on our library. 
 

10. BOOK’N IT UPDATE 
 
Kristi Thering-Tuschen reported that the Foundation would again be partnering up with Rotary 
for Book’n It.  A meeting is planned. 
 

11. INFORMATION SHARING 
 

a.   NEH grant: A grant from the National Endowment for Humanities has been 
awarded to Dane County libraries for $500,000. It is a three to one match for 
humanities programming. 

b. Early Literacy area grand opening:  A grand opening for the new interactive wall 
in the early literacy area was held March second and was a great success.  Tracy 
invited the board members to view the wall. 

c. Website:  Tracy reported that the website is still being worked on. 



MOTION:  Dan Presser made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Heather Jones seconded the 
motion 
Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 1.25 p.m. 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted by Sharon Meier 
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